A new species of Alpheidae, Alpheus utriensis, is described from Utria Sound, Pacific coast of Colombia. The shrimps were obtained from hollow spines of the fan clam, Pinna rugosa Sowerby. The new species shares some general characters with A. longicarinatus Hilgendorf and A. cristulifrons Rathbun, but can easily be separated from them by the presence of marked branchiostegal and infraorbital furrows, a characteristic not shared with other snapping shrimps.
During sampling activities, numerous specimens of the fan clam, Pinna rugosa Sowerby, were collected on sandy bottoms in Utria Sound (6°05'N, 77°19'W), Colombia. Closer examination of the valves of the clam indicated that the hollow spines harbored specimens of snapping shrimps that belong to an undescribed species.
The shrimps were generously confirmed as apparently undescribed by Dr. M. L. ChristofFersen, Universidade Federal da Paraiba, Brazil.
The terminology used in this paper is based on that of Banner and Banner (1966, 1982 Third maxilliped with ratio of articles of endopods as 10:1.4:6.4; third article with margins and tip bearing brush of long setae.
Large chela cylindrical, 2.3 times as long as broad, fingers about 0.3 length of entire chela; without sculpturing, but with slight groove just proximal to dactylus. Plunger reduced. Tips of fingers obtuse. Merus 1.8 times as long as broad, with distosuperior margin projecting as subacute tooth; inferior margin serrate; inferointernal margin bearing distally acute tooth.
Small chelipeds not sexually dimorphic; chelae 3.2 times as long as broad with fingers occupying about half entire length. Lateral face glabrous. Carpus more elongated than that of major cheliped. Merus with small rounded tooth on distosuperior margin, inferior margin serrate. Second legs extremely long; ratio of carpal articles as 10:30:6:6:10.
Ischium of third and fourth legs with spine. Merus of third leg 3.3 times as long as broad, bearing acute tooth distally on inferior margin. Carpus 0.6 times as long as merus, with acute tooth on inferodistal margin, superodistal margin rounded. Propodus 0.7 times as long as merus, inferior margin with 5 pairs of spines, small pair distally. Dactylus slender, curved, conical.
Fifth leg more slender than third or fourth, without tooth on merus or carpus; propodus with 4 or 5 spines.
Second pleopod of male with appendix masculina 1.5 times as long as appendix interna. Both sexes with appendix interna on endopods of second to fifth pleopods.
Telson 2.5 times as long as broad. Posterior margin with row of dorsal spinules between posterolateral spines. Inner uropod with internal margin serrate, bearing 12-15 spines on external and distal margin. Outer uropod with distal margin serrated; movable spine stout at distal articulation, flanked by 2 heavy teeth; articulation slightly scalloped. Color in Life.-Eyes black. Chelae translucent green with yellow finger tips. Carapace and abdomen with intercalated transverse bands of dark green and light green, and numerous yellow chromatophores. Pereiopods, and antennal and antennular peduncles, translucent with greenish spots. Pleopods translucent green. Eggs orange.
Habitat. -Alpheus utriensis was collected in the hollow spines of the fan clam, Pinna rugosa Sowerby, and observed to feed on algae which grow on the surface of the clam. This habitat is also apparently shared with Synalpheus townsendi peruvianus Rathbun, Typton serratus Holthuis, and Gonodactylus zacae Manning.
Etymology. -The new species is named after the type locality, Utria Sound, Colombia.
DISCUSSION
Alpheus utriensis, new species, belongs to the crinitus group, characterized in having reduced orbital teeth, chelae large, rounded in section and without grooves or ridges (Banner and Banner, 1982) . The new species is closely related to A. cristulifrons Rathbun from the western tropical Atlantic (Crosnier and Forest, 1966) and A. longecarinatus longecarinatus Hilgendorf and A longecarinatus bucephaloides Nobili from the IndoPacific region (Banner and Banner, 1983) .
The differences of these species from the rest of species belonging to the crinitus group have been discussed by Crosnier and Forest (1966) and Banner and Banner (1981,1983) .
Based on these works we found that A. utriensis can be easily separated from the other species by the following characteristics: (1) The anterolateral angle of the carapace is rounded and not produced as in A. longecarinatus longecarinatus, A. longecarinatus bucephaloides, and A. cristulifrons; (2) The dactylus of the male minor chela is not "sub-balaeniceps" as in the related species; (3) The carpus of the third and fourth pair of pereiopods lacks spines; in A. longecarinatus and A. cristulifrons there are one to four spines; and (4) The presence of two well-marked furrows on the carapace of A. utriensis is a characteristic not found in other species of the crinitus group. Crosnier, A., and J. Forest. 1966 
